
The South Mississippi Branch Experiment Station is located at 711 W. North St., Poplarville, MS 
39470 (across from Pearl River Community College). From the intersection of Highways 11 and 
26, go ½ mile north on Hwy. 11 and one block west on W. North Street. The Trial Gardens are 
open daily during daylight hours. Removal of plant materials is prohibited. For questions about 
the gardens, call 601-795-4525.  
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Mid-July is certainly well past the Fifth of May, but the heirloom ornamental Amaranthus Cinco de Mayo (a seed-grown mixture; 
shown in the three photos above) is providing a fiesta of color in the Trial Gardens. Some plants display burgundy leaves or green 
leaves with burgundy markings, whereas others develop bright red and yellow colors in the leaves (bracts) as the plants grow taller.

Cuphea FloriGlory Diana (photo below at left), a vegetatively propagated selection of Mexican heather, is an All-America Selec-
tions (AAS) winner for 2018. When plants went through our AAS trials last year, it was easy to see that FloriGlory Diana stood apart 
from comparison varieties Allyson and Lavender Lace by displaying a more intense magenta flower color and maintaining their rich 
green foliage (with no yellowing) throughout the summer and into the fall. The compact plants thrive on hot weather. This award 
winning variety has quickly become one of our favorites in the AAS Display Garden.

Ruellia Machu™ Morado (photo below at right) is a new Mexican petunia coming to garden centers in 2019 from Proven Win-
ners. Not a true petunia, the common name of Mexican petunia is due to the resemblance of the flowers to petunias. Plants grow and 
perform well in hot summer weather (and we have been having plenty of hot weather so far this summer).


