
HighLights 
Trial Gardens and HortResearch at the South Mississippi Branch Experiment Station 

Volume 3, Number 13 August 4, 2016 Published by Dr. Gene Blythe 

The South Mississippi Branch Experiment Station is located at 711 W. North St., Poplarville, MS 
39470 (across from Pearl River Community College). From the intersection of Highways 11 and 
26, go ½ mile north on Hwy. 11 and one block west on W. North Street. The Trial Gardens are 
open daily during daylight hours. Removal of plant materials is prohibited. For questions about 
the gardens, call 601-795-4525.  

Bright flower colors on well­branched plants provided an 
eye­catching  display  in  the  Trial  Gardens  during  late 
spring  and  early  summer    on  varieƟes  of  Gaillardia 
(blanket  flower)  in  the Mesa  series  from  PanAmerican 
Seed/KieŌ Seed. AŌer the flowers had faded, we sheared 
off  the old flowers  to promote another  round of bloom 
later in the season.  ‘Sedona Sun’, a new ornamental pep­
per, conƟnues to provide warm colors of the Southwest.

Ornamental pepper ‘Sedona Sun’ (above), a new variety for 2017 from 
PanAmerican  Seed,  produces  fruit  that  turn  from  yellow  to  orange 
atop compact plants. Plants will grow well in the ground or in contain­
ers. The fruit are edible, but prepare for the fruit to be hot!
Gaillardia ‘Mesa Yellow’ (below), an All­America SelecƟons winner for 
2010, produces bright yellow flowers on mounding plants. This variety 
also received a 2010 Fleuroselect Gold Medal in Europe. Gaillardia ‘Mesa Red’  (above), new  for 2017  from PanAmerican Seed/

KieŌ Seed, provides a new flower color  in  the Mesa series. Gaillardia 
‘Mesa Bright Bicolor’ (below) is currently on the market.


